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Esprit Orchestra 2018-19 Season Announcement 
Hitting It Out of the Park  

 

Esprit Orchestra’s 2018-2019 concert season will begin with an intergalactic journey, and end with a grand slam. 
Founding Music Director & Conductor, Alex Pauk will lead the orchestra and audience through a program of music by 
exceptional composers such as Unsuk Chin, R. Murray Schafer, Maki Ishii, Alexina Louie, among others. The season 
also includes eight World Premieres, all by emerging composers. The orchestra will be joined by extraordinary soloists 
throughout the season: cellist Joseph Johnson, Inuit throat singers Evie Mark and Akinisie Sivuarapik, 
saxophonist Wallace Halladay, and percussionist Ryan Scott. All regular season concerts take place at 8:00 pm at 
Koerner Hall, and are preceded by engaging pre-concert talks with the composers and musicians. Concert dates are: 
October 24, 2018; November 28, 2018; January 20, 2019; March 24, 2019. In addition, Esprit will be relaunching its 
New Wave Young Composers Festival this season; the New Wave Reprise concert will take place on April 5, 2019, and 
will feature six World Premieres by emerging Canadian composers. 

Esprit’s opening concert, For Orbiting Spheres on Wednesday October 24, 2018, flings the audience into the cosmos. 
Missy Mazzoli’s Sinfonia (for Orbiting Spheres), cast “in the shape of a solar system”, weaves and coils itself in pulsing 
loops that twist around each other within a larger orbit. It is a piece of music “that churns and roils, that inches closer to 
the listener only to leap away at breakneck speed”. Keeping with the celestial theme, Unsuk Chin’s Chorós Chordón is 
a piece inspired by the composer’s reflections on natural phenomena and our physical relationship with the cosmos. The 
title translates to “Dance of the Strings”, though the music takes shape beyond the string section, rippling throughout the 
full orchestra. Lastly, Sinfonia by Dutch composer Tristan Keuris is simply a work of utmost charm and pleasurable 
musical invention. 

The November concert will include an unconventional instrument in the orchestra – a snowmobile! On Wednesday 
November 28, 2019, North/White will feature R. Murray Schafer’s piece of the same title, which, while depicting Arctic 
beauty, also portrays the environmental destruction of the Canadian North by pipelines, highways, and machinery. 
Schafer writes, “I decided to place a snowmobile in the percussion section as a symbol of noise and pollution generated 
by technology”. Accompanying Schafer’s work on the program is composer Alexina Louie’s own musical reflection on 
Canada’s Arctic. In her piece, Take the Dog Sled, performed by Inuit throat singers, Evie Mark and Akinisie 
Sivuarapik, Louie captures the joy, tenderness and energy of life in the North. The piece touches upon the humour of the 
Inuit and the mystical qualities of the surrounding lands. Unconventional instruments are featured in Take the Dog Sled 
too, such as a marimba constructed from varying sizes of glass bottles. A pair of hard, resonant stones begin the piece in 
the percussion section. The composer opted for these in order to ensure the piece could be performed in remote areas 
without the barrier of flying in cumbersome or delicate instruments on small propeller planes. Finally, Icelandic composer 
Anna Thorvaldsdottir’s Dreaming is a rich, meditative piece of music; a mysterious shifting landscape, bringing time to 
a halt – like a dream. 

Constellations on January 20, 2019, is both the finale of the Royal Conservatory’s 21C Music Festival, and the 
opening concert in the University of Toronto New Music Festival. The program features Toshio Hosokawa’s 
Concerto for Saxophone and Orchestra, to be performed by guest artist, saxophonist Wallace Halladay. Hosokawa is 
the Roger D. Moore Distinguished Visitor for Composition for the university’s festival. Canadian emerging composer 
Christopher Goddard returns to the Esprit stage for the second year in a row with the World Premiere of his 
commissioned work, Les tringles des sistres tintaient, an energetic re-imagining of a spellbinding gypsy song that 

 
Alex Pauk, Music Director & Conductor 



opens act two of Bizet’s Carmen. Claude Vivier’s Orion takes listeners on a journey to the stars with his reverent cosmic 
soundscape. The piece is a vivid expression of Vivier’s musical state of ‘eternal homecoming’. Also on the Constellations 
program is a recent piece by emerging composer Alison Yun-Fei Jiang. A new commission by Jiang will also appear on 
the New Wave Reprise concert program, detailed below.  

Grand Slam!, Esprit’s 2018-2019 season finale will surely “knock it out of the park” on March 24, 2019. The orchestra 
will perform the World Premiere of Toronto-based composer Christopher Thornborrow’s new work. In keeping with 
Esprit’s commitment to fostering lasting relationships with composers’ work through repeat performances, Unsuk Chin is 
featured for the second time this season. Principal cellist of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, Joseph Johnson 
returns to the Esprit stage as guest artist to perform Chin’s Cello Concerto. This work explores the cello’s lyric qualities; 
it will cast a spell over listeners with its floating, dream-like sequences, flickering impulses of musical lightening, frenetic 
drive and long-spun melodies. Finally, after the hit performance of Maki Ishii’s Mono-Prism by taiko drummers during last 
season’s finale concert, Ishii’s music will reappear with another impressive percussion performance by none other than 
Esprit’s principal percussionist, Ryan Scott. Ishii’s powerful Afro Concerto blends cultural inflections and is a 
spectacular musical blast to end the season. 

In addition to the regular four concert series, Esprit is pleased to announce the relaunch of our popular New Wave 
Festival, after a hiatus. Originally launched in 2002, New Wave is a lively forum and festival for emerging composers and 
performers to exchange ideas, meet the public, participate in seminars, and have new work premiered as a launchpad for 
their careers. On April 5, 2019 at Trinity St. Paul’s Centre, the New Wave Reprise concert will feature six World 
Premieres by some of Canada’s talented emerging composers: Eugene Astapov, Maria Atallah, Quinn Jacobs, Bekah 
Simms, Christina Volpini, and Alison Yun-Fei Jiang. Simms, who has been commissioned to write a cello concerto, 
will have her solo part performed by cellist Amahl Arulanandam. Renowned Canadian composer John Rea will appear 
as keynote speaker, offering his insight into the changing landscape of contemporary classical music. All New Wave 
tickets will go through the Esprit office; pricing and further details to come. All regular season subscribers receive free 
admission to New Wave Reprise. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



ESPRIT ORCHESTRA 2018/19 CONCERT SEASON 
 

All Pre-Concert Chats Moderated by composer Alexina Louie 
Royal Conservatory of Music TELUS Centre for Performance and Learning 

273 Bloor Street West, Toronto 
Individual concert tickets start at: Adult $45; Senior 65+ $45; Under 30 $27; Student $25 

Please call (416) 408 0208 or visit espritorchestra.com	
 

Season Sponsor: 

 
 
Esprit Orchestra Presents: For Orbiting Spheres  
Wednesday October 24, 2018 | 8:00pm Concert | 7:15pm Pre-Concert Chat  
 
Alex Pauk – conductor 
 
Programme: 
Missy Mazzoli (U.S.A.)    Sinfonia (for Orbiting Spheres) (2016)* 
Unsuk Chin (Korea)    Chorós Chordón (2017)* 
Tristan Keuris (The Netherlands)  Sinfonia (1974) 
Charles Ives (U.S.A)    The Unanswered Question (1908) 

*Canadian Premiere 
 
 
Esprit Orchestra Presents: North/White  
Wednesday November 28, 2018 | 8:00pm Concert | 7:15pm Pre-Concert Chat 

Alex Pauk – conductor 
Evie Mark and Akinisie Sivuarapik – Inuit throat singers 
 
Programme: 
Anna Thorvaldsdottir (Iceland)   Dreaming (2008)* 
Alexina Louie (Canada)   Take the Dog Sled (2008) 
R. Murray Schafer (Canada)   North/White (1973) 
 
*Canadian Premiere 
 
 
Esprit Orchestra Presents: Constellations 
Sunday January 20, 2019 | 8:00pm Concert | 7:15pm Pre-Concert Chat 

Alex Pauk – conductor 
Wallace Halladay—saxophone 
Toshio Hosokawa –visiting guest composer 
 
Programme: 
Toshio Hosokawa (Japan)   Concerto for Saxophone and Orchestra (1999)* 
Alison Yun-Fei Jiang (Canada)   TBA 
Claude Vivier (Canada)    Orion (1979) 
Christopher Goddard (Canada)  Les tringles des sistres tintaient (2019)** 
 

* Canadian Premiere 
** World Premiere commissioned with generous support from the Koerner Foundation 
 



 
Esprit Orchestra Presents: Grand Slam!  
Sunday March 24, 2019 | 8:00pm Concert | 7:15pm Pre-Concert Chat 

 
Alex Pauk – conductor 
Ryan Scott—percussion 
Joseph Johnson—cello  
 
Christopher Thornborrow (Canada)   New Work (2019)**  
Maki Ishii (Japan)  Afro Concerto (1982) 
Unsuk Chin (Korea) Cello Concerto (2006; rev. 2013)* 
 
*Canadian Premiere 
**World Premiere commissioned with generous support from the Ontario Arts Council 
 

ESPRIT ORCHESTRA 2018/19 NEW WAVE REPRISE 
Trinity St. Paul’s Centre 
427 Bloor Street West 

2018/19 Subscribers entitled to FREE ADMISSION 
Individual concert tickets go through Esprit office, more details to come 

Please call (416) 815 7887 or visit espritorchestra.com	
 

Official Sponsor: 
 

 
 
Esprit Orchestra Presents: New Wave Reprise  
Friday April 5, 2019 | 7:30pm Concert 

 
John Rea – Keynote Speaker 
Eugene Astapov – guest conductor 
Alison Yun-Fei Jiang – guest conductor 
Amahl Arulanandam – cello soloist 
 
Programme: 
Eugene Astapov (Canada) New Work (2019)* 
Maria Atallah (Canada) New Work (2019)** 
Quinn Jacobs (Canada) New Work (2019)** 
Bekah Simms (Canada) Cello Concerto (2019)* 
Christina Volpini (Canada) New Work (2019)* 
Alison Yun-Fei Jiang (Canada) New Work (2019)** 
 
*World Premiere commissioned by Esprit Orchestra with generous support from the Ontario Arts Council 
**World Premiere commissioned by Esprit Orchestra 
 
 
Esprit Orchestra is Canada’s only full-sized orchestra devoted exclusively to performing and promoting new orchestral 
music. Esprit Orchestra gratefully acknowledges Canada Council for the Arts, Ontario Arts Council, Toronto Arts Council, 
Ontario Arts Foundation, SOCAN Foundation, The Koerner Foundation, The Mary-Margaret Webb Foundation, The J.P. 
Bickell Foundation, Timothy & Frances Price, and Judy & Wilmot Matthews for their generous support. 
 

 
Media Contact:   
Amber Melhado / Marketing & Outreach Coordinator 
amber@espritorchestra.com  
(416) 815-7887 


